COINAGE

hitherto that the coins of the Kushana kings, Kanishka and
Huvishka "show a remarkable eclecticism, for on their reverses
are represented Greek and Scythic divinities, dieties of the
Avesta and of the Vedas and Buddha, and the Kushana
monarchs have been credited with the profession of all or any
of the different forms of the faiths indicated !" (Indian Coins,
73). The natural conclusion of this diversity of types is that
these various classes of coins were current in the different
provinces of a large empire. On the coins of Vasudeva,
(BAZOAHOl the last of the Kushana sovereigns, whose
name is at present known, only two dieties appear, the Indian
Siva and the Scythic Nana, The coins of the later Kushanas,
whose names being probably indicated merely by two initials,
fall into two chief classes, distinguished by the diety who
appears as the reverse-type : one class with Siva seems to
have been current in the Kabul valley, while the other
with the goddess APAOXPO (Ardoksho), who has been
identified with the Persian Ashi Vanguhi (Grund. Iran. Phil.
*i> 75)> belongs rather to the more eastern portions of the
Kushana dominions.

Since we are forced to touch upon the question of chrono-
logy, we find that it is only in the first century A.D. that the
type of Buddha at last makes its appearance on the reverse of
the coins. And certainly his name is still written there, in Greek
characters "Boddo". But on the obverse, instead of an elegant
Greek, we perceive the figure of the bearded Kushana Emperor,
Kanishka, whom Mr. Sylvain Levi has surnamed the "Clovis"
of northern India. For, just as the Frank Clovis had no part
in the development of Gallo-Roman Art, the Indo-Scythian
Kanishka had no direct influence on that of Indo-Greek
Art; and besides, we have now the certain proofs that during
his reign this art was already stereo-typed, if not decadent.
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